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Tara Chazot our daughter and sister of Lissa, was part of this grade 10 group 

at MGIS who created this comic strip. She was born in 2001 and left this 

physical dimension in 2014. She left behind notes and scribbles of profound 

wisdom that surpassed her chronological age of 9 years at the time of 

writing, revealing deep insights into the nature of human life. Amongst her 

writings, we produce here 2 that are apt to this work. You can ponder over it 

awhile. – Anju and Pascal Chazot

“Justice lies in me, justice lies in you. But to use it, it takes a lifetime.”

“Negative and positive energies are both the same. They are both energies. Only 

thing is negative thoughts lead to negative action. Positive thoughts lead to positive 

action. It is a matter of choice. What do you choose – negative or positive?”

(Published in “Bridging the Gap”, Ahmedabad Mirror, August 30, 2011)

Remembering Tara

Tara Musa�ir Chazot



Forward 

Legacy of  Peace

Bapu said 'If we want to establish world peace we must instill the habit of nonviolence in our children. Dr. King, Nelson Mandela and the Dalai Lama have all worked relentlessly to establish a 

world without violence, hate, prejudice, injustice, inequality and discrimination.

Prejudice and the lack of understanding, resulting in a lack of acceptance of our differences and respect for our different ways of life, are the seeds of hate. Bapu said that it is the duty of every 

individual to do a friendly study of all religious scriptures .Only then can we understand the essence of what religion is really about. Those of us who do such an exercise often study with a 

critical attitude where the objective is to �ind out what is wrong in other religions but when we do a friendly study we �ind what is common to every religion and then it becomes easier to 

accept the differences. This is equally true for those of us who do not believe in the institution of religion. Knowledge never hurts and rejecting after understanding is a far more healthy 

attitude rather than rejecting something without understanding it.  It is harmful too ,because it breeds hate and contempt and prevents understanding and enlightenment.

All those we venerate as icons of peace experienced hate, abuse and violence. They must have felt angry: they must have contemplated retaliation too ,but they retaliated in a positive 

constructive manner not in a tit for tat gesture. They all had the faith that there was goodness in every human being and  that compassion was a human trait. Sometimes and in some people it 

is suppressed but if appealed to ,we can awaken it sometimes through our ability to absorb their brutality without retaliating in an equally brutish manner. Their victory was due to their 

ability to retaliate to violence with love and compassion and that were the seeds of their eventual victory.

I believe, strongly that if Bapu, Dr. King and Mandela were to come back today they would be working amongst our children and youth sowing seeds of peace, nonviolence, love and the 

steadfast adherence to truth.

What all of us need to do today is to �ind the Gandhi, King, Mandela and Dalai Lama within us and let them be our shepherds.

All these icons are today like the Lighthouses on the shores, warning seafarers of the dangers of unseen rocks and keeping them safe from disasters and destruction. They provide the beacon 

and  it is for us to recognise the danger and steer clear of it.

All of you have embarked on a journey of discovery. Your journey is within yourself to discover the goodness within you and to help others by inspiring them to join you in this  journey of 

discovery.

My best wishes.

Tushar.





ABOUT THE PROJECT

'Connecting Frames' a comic book, is based on the collaborative work of school students from America and the Mahatma Gandhi International School (India) while exploring the philosophy 

of non-violence as practiced by Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr.

This project brings together children from diverse backgrounds in terms of religion, ethnicities, socio-economic status and abilities to collectively explore constructive ways in dealing with 

injustice, discrimination and prejudice and go towards the creation of an equitable and harmonious society. The format of the comic strip allowed children greater freedom to explore their 

imagination and its expression. By actually working together with pen and paper, the experience was embodied and visceral. By drawing lines on paper in a creative effort, we hope to erase 

those that divide us and go towards the common goal of world peace based on mutual understanding and respect.

This project also �its in with in the Generated Resources Learning (GRL) pedagogy created at MGIS, wherein students create their own resources that become a tool for further learning for 

their own or other groups. To ful�ill that objective, this e-book is released for use by other schools.

Founder of Mahatama Gandhi International School

Anju Musa�ir

Dr. Pascal Chazot
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Student: Ria Zaveri

Overall, I think it's a really good idea to have an American exchange. It gives people an opportunity to step out of their comfort zone and explore a different, new and exciting place . It's also an easy way to meet new 

people and make friends you never thought you would have. It's a new environment where one would learn so many different valuable traits. Who wouldn't want to be a  part of this exchange program! As of today, it's 

really good idea to mix both Indian and American students as it will create an unusual diversity.

Student: Yuvraj

MGIS has been hosting the American Exchange programme. Where students from the American Exchange programme where in students from America have visited India. We had taken them to Gandhi Ashram 

where they learnt about history of Mahatma Gandhi and they taught us about martin Luther King and we created a story which has a combination of Mahatma Gandhi and Marin luther King. It was a very great 

experience working with them. They were very hardworking. Then we created a comic strip with them which was an amazing experience. We learn a lot with them about martin Luther king.

Student: Khushi Ganeriwala

"I think it is a great experience for everyone as the US students came to know about the Indian culture. They come to know about leaders from their own country. It was awesome for MGIS kids to

learn about MLK and nd similarities between Mahatma Gandhi. Weaving stories through comic drawing was a fun way to learn about both the leaders and their teaching."

Student : Krish Shah, Grade 9 

I feel quite honored to be able to participate in this exchange and I'm also very excited to be doing this next year. For me, this exchange is a chance to absorb all of the knowledge I can and be prepared for next year. This 

year's grade 10 is setting an example for us. We'll be very sure to grasp all of the details they throw at us. 

Student : Akash Zaveri

I really like the idea of having exchange programmes because it gives us the chance to experience another culture. This is the rst time I'm am part of an exchange programme (even though I was mainly lming). I 

enjoyed the trip to Gandhi Ashram, because it gave the exchange students an opportunity to experience our culture. I really like that MGIS is teaching the exchange students about Gandhiji as it is a major part of our 

Indian culture. As the outcome of the exchange, we are going to be making comic strips about Gandhiji and Martin Luther King. Vishaka ma'am, an art teacher, taught us how to make comic strips. In the end, all the 

comic strips will be put into a book, that they can take back to America. I think it's a really clever idea! I am really enjoying the exchange programme and am looking forward to the next one! 

STUDENT’S VIEW



Student : Ayan Ahmed

Boston, MA 

 

Hearing about MGIS made me excited because for a couple of days I would be able to interact with teenagers from India. I was interested to learn about their experiences living in India. Once I entered the gates of 

MGIS I was electried by the sense of community within the students. They welcomed us to their school assembly, just as if we were ordinary students. Coming to visit this school made me stop feeling like a foreigner, 

and more like myself. We played ice breaker games and I got to learn more about each of the students. Then we were split up into groups who would create comic strips about Gandhiji. To gain more knowledge about 

Gandhiji we visited the Gandhiji Ashrma. We learned about his life and about his ght to help India gain Independence. We also skyped with Gandhiji great grandson Tushar Arun Gandhi. He told us that having anger  

is important, but the way you deal with the that anger and how you make a change is what denes people.

Student : Dannibel Rosario

New York, New York 

My rst impression of MGIS is that there is a lot of diversity in he school. Immediately I thought about how my school isn't as diverse and how I wish it was. When we rst got into the classroom I loved how welcoming the 

students and teachers were. Also I was very surprised on how well everyone's english was. I was glad that being able to communicate with the students was easy. Another impression is that the students were well 

educated on Gandhi because my group leader was younger than me and she knew all the information about Gandhi that I just learned this year. This made me realize that we are all the same, even if we go to school in 

different countries.

Student : Michelle Estrada

San Jose, California 

When we rst walked into the MGIS, everyone was very polite and welcomed us into their community. All around I would see smiles and children waving to us and it made me feel less nervous about meeting the group 

of high schoolers that we would be working with. When we got to meet everyone we played a get to know you game, and we were able to learn different things about everyone. They also made us act out our rst 

impressions of India, and everyone had a good laugh. We then got into our small groups and we got ready to go to the Gandhi Ashram. I really like that our two group leaders we very attentive and helped us understand 

more things about Gandhiji. They sounded like they were really excited to give us information about all the different things Gandhiji had achieved through tout his lifetime. Another activity that we began to do was a 

comic about Gandhiji and or Martin Luther King Jr, we choose to talk about Gandhiji's values and incorporate it into our comic. I'm really excited to go back and work with the MGIS students and have a chance to learn 

more from them.

Student : Raven Swing 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Visiting Mahatma Ghandi International School (MGIS) today reminded me that there are in fact educational institutions that actually care about the individuals that are studying there, on a personal level. Kids there are 

encouraged to be creative, think outside the box, stand out in a world full of people trying to t in, and ght for what they believe in. I got this impression when I rst walked in (there's art everywhere, and joyous kids), by 

speaking to the kids there and getting to know them, and from a couple lectures we got during the day, one of which was from one of the founders of the school, a woman named Anju. She told us about some of the 

difculties her husband and her had when founding the school, which went from not having enough money or a decent place to put the school, to actual riots from people who didn't agree with the schools philosophy. 

That philosophy is entirely based on diversity and individuality, which is just about the opposite of any school I've ever been to. There are kids there from several different countries, many different economic classes, 

and ages from kindergarten to high school. There are opportunities there for everyone, and people waiting to help at any moment.

STUDENT’S VIEW



One thing that really stuck with me from what Anju said today was that if you have the intention, the means will come naturally. This summer has been proof of that to me. I had been having several difculties at home, 

and since I was young I was always really interested in traveling to another country, but I could never afford to do it. Well, rst I got an opportunity to go to Africa and study at a music center over in Ghana, and I dove in 

headrst, despite doubts of some people around me. Through donations, working odd jobs, and playing music, in about 3 months I was able to make enough money to go to the music center. Then, out of nowhere, I 

was tipped by a friend to apply for the 360+ leadership collective program, and after being assured that it was a totally sponsored trip, I went for it (hoping, but not at all expecting to get in). Now, here I am in India, 

making new friends, learning enough for a lifetime, and having the time of my life. Follow your goals, and with a little help from the people around you, you'll get where you want to go.

Student : Talia Ivry

Madison, WI 

At rst when we walked through the doors of MGIS I was struck by the colorful walls and happy kids we saw running by. The open campus seemed to be lled with energy, and it seemed to me to be more like a summer 

camp than a school. Then we met some of the students and it still seemed like this wasn't a school the way I knew school, with stuffy classrooms and heavy textbooks and hardly any visible real world applications. We 

heard one of the founders speak, a lovely and energetic woman who talked about the power of positive thought in overcoming obstacles. I left thoroughly inspired and still feeling like this must be a utopia. Then I 

witnessed a little schoolyard spat between two students and I felt reassured that the students here are just like the ones I go to school with back home, they're just fortunate enough to have a school that values their 

creativity along with their "academic propensity." MGIS truly seems like a wonderful place to learn and grow.

Student : Luz  Flores

Portland Oregon

 

My rst impression on MGIS was how welcoming everyone was. when I rst stepped foot in their school I was greeted kindly by a security guard then afterwards was welcomed by students. something that stood out to 

me was the clothing they wore and the diversity there was at the school . I was pleased to know that all the students were bilingual as well as trilingual and quadringual.  To me that was very impressive and I hope that 

they continue with these customs because later on in the future these children will be more prepared than anyone I know in the US. knowing more than one language is so helpful & valuable and I hope that all the 

children @MGIS know that. Also accepting and being part of a diverse community is outstanding because children will never learn the difference between dark and light skin, straight hair or wavy hair, brown eyes or 

blue. They'll look at their fellow peers as what they are, human beings.  And that gives me lots of hope and faith in humanity for generations to come.

Student : Danielle Truxhall

Elyria, Ohio 

My rst impression of MGIS is that they were very lively. I am very surprised on how organized the kids were. Everything was planned out and ready to go as soon as we arrived. The kids are very welcoming, none of 

them seemed shy at all. The activities they planned are fun as well. I really like how the school records the majority of their activities with a camera. Their philosophy of a self-governing school is very interesting. I'm very 

intrigued to see how that system plays out. Overall I think the school is a wonderful school, and I encourage others to visit.

Student : Saphire Johnson

Washington D.C.

Mahatma Gandhi, Man of unity and purity who paints the instructions of civil disobedience vividly yet the youth can't see it so clearly we can picture long term success because they tell us to dream less and we will 

never be the best that we can be. So how do we transform anger into positivity  when the obstacles seem so hard to complete? I was never the type to feel defeated but when I see broken bodies beated, I get so heated. 

Even more that my brothers arrested for carrying heaters when they were just trying to protect us from policemen. Successfully methods from the past simply won't last today. I can't control them anymore they want 

dead bodies on the oor today eye for an eye is the method today. No disrespect to Gandhi and his accomplishments but non-violence isn't the way cause they using violence on us EVERY Day. 7 das straight a mother 

had to bury her child in July even with videos to prove their senseless acts they lie, in front of sons, and daughters who cry for their fallen soldiers I'm angry, I feel their pain We tried to stay in our lane but when they 

slaughtering us in plain sight, it's so much we can take And by the time the government choose to step in, it's going to be too late 



Student : Alex Hurst

Denver, Colorado

Our time at MGIS was exciting for me because it brought to my attention that they are a part of the IB Programme. In the US I never expected to nd other IB candidates, so to nd other students here was incredibly 

exciting. When the founder was talking about teaching in a way that encompasses several subjects I was reminded of my experiences while I was in IB. It all also made me reect on how grateful I am for the education 

model the program provided. From the presentation given I'm sure that the students at MGIS are also grateful for their experience as well. To give students the amount of freedom that MGIS has I'm sure will be 

incredibly benecial for them in the long run. It allows them space to learn things that they want to learn and this will help them to learn. It wasn't until I was given that freedom to choose that I was motivated to further my 

knowledge beyond the information given in the classroom. I wish I had been given the chance that the students at MGIS have. 

Student : Ohaji Williams

Chicago, IL 

Upon arriving at MGIS there was certainly a lot of change in the atmosphere. Seeing the level of energy given off by the students when I rst saw the packed auditorium and the performances that followed made me 

really excited about being there and seeing kids of various ages gathering to enjoy their peers. Meeting the students was also a major plus. Seeing how their lives weren't much different from mine and being able to 

participate in different activities with them was a great opportunity to get more of an insight on the Indian culture as a whole. Overall my rst impression of MGIS was that it was awesome and full of great people. 

Student : Dariela Villar

Brooklyn, New York 

Usually in the schools I've been to, everything is organized with explicit schedules that must be followed. Coming to MGIS was completely different. Different in the sense that I didn't think there could be such a free 

educated place that could actually do its job. The students seemed extremely happy and condent in their future life desires, such as Rukmini who proudly stated that she wants to be a singer. Back home, being a 

singer and doing anything around that is frowned upon, so seeing that her school also wasn't pressuring her to be something like a lawyer or doctor was very fascinating. I see that I isn't impossible to learn and fun/ 

freedom. That is a notion instilled in many societies and MGIS is breaking barriers. I hope to see them expand this school to different parts of India so other Indian students can see and feel what it's like to go to a real 

school.

 

Student : Elisheba Brown,

Jacksonville, Florida 

My rst impression of the school was that it was very open. Observing the schoola little closer I noticed that it was very creative and seemed happy. The people seemed friendly when it was time to interact I was very 

excited. The students also seemed very excited as well. It was fun to get to know some of the students. The experience of watching the students be so involved with us as well as having fun at the same time was very 

relaxing. Also seeing a mixture of students was great, they all got along so easily. When they spoke in their own language it was very intriguing. I really had a great time there listening to everyone talk.

Student : Juan Garcia

Chicago, Illinois 

My rst impression of MGIS was that it was such a beautiful school. The rst thing was an assembly. I only watched part of it but it was nice. After that, we walked into a room that looked like a dance studio. They put red 

paint ( tikka) on our forehead and I felt so welcomed. I love how I can actually communicate with the students there. I really love how the school is run cause it somewhat reminds me of my school in a way but it's ten 

times better. I feel that letting the kids make their own rules helps them mature and feel what it's like to take charge of something. I guess it's cause it shows the concept of leadership and I love it. If I could I would go to 

school here and not any other school in the U.S.

 



Student : Emma Ottum

Los Gatos, California 

This was my second time coming to MGIS, and the school never ceases to amaze me. The minute we walked in, we were greeted with smiling faces and bright eyes that couldn't wait to show us their life at the school. 

On that day, they were celebrating Independence Day and performed a dance for us. I could feel the energy in the room bouncing off everyone and quickly affecting me. As they took us through icebreaker activities, the 

tour through the Ghandi  Ashram, and challenged me to a game of ping pong, I could feel a sense of familiarity returning. I love the way the classrooms are structured and the engaging activities. I love how the students 

aren't just counted as a number who are put into desks in a classroom. I wish I had a chance to go to a school where the same principles were taught. All the students were happy, free, but still learning in an educational 

environment that is unlike anything I've ever seen. I really enjoyed connecting with all of them and remembering the past with the others that I had already known. I can't wait to continue to get to know the students at 

MGIS.




